Ms Ní Chuilín
Minister of the Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure

Dear Minister,
I am writing to you to express my disgust at the continuing situation that the Department that you are responsible for has allowed to develop concerning the lack of exploitation control on salmon stocks which have been scientifically assessed by your Department to be dangerously low.

In our closest neighbouring jurisdiction (the Loughs Agency area), where a policy of exploitation control is exercised, most rivers are achieving favourable stock status most of the time.  In total contrast, the DCAL controlled rivers do not meet conservation limits and some can often even fail to reach half of the number of fish required to maintain stock levels at a favourable status.
Salmon should enjoy protection under both local legislation (The Fisheries Act (Northern Ireland) 1966) and European legislation (Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora).
Instead, it has been left up to Anglers and individuals to voluntarily limit angling exploitation, restore habitat, collect brood stock and run hatcheries.  All of this work only feeds the coastal nets and slows down the inevitable; the removal of salmon from our rivers.
The netsmen of the North Antrim net fishery continue to be allowed to take what they want during their licensed season without any regard for the species that they are decimating.

Since the partial net buyout, joint funded by anglers and government in 2002, your department has not been capable of influencing stock levels in any appreciable way, let alone bring them in to line with the requirements of the Habitats Directive; and yet DCAL continues to allow a Mixed Stock Fishery to harvest stocks from rivers that consistently do not meet their conservation limit.
Local legislation, your Department in several letters, NASCO, the European Union and good old common sense recognise that the logical (also quickest and cheapest) way of protecting salmon stocks is to reduce exploitation by or to remove interceptory nets.

DCAL, with the approval of the Ministry, could reduce netting exploitation with immediate effect.  This action would also bring us into line with  NASCO and the Habitats Directive.
You, or your Department, seem to have an irrational aversion to implement any of the existing legislation which would reduce exploitation by nets and give our wild salmon a chance of survival.

I would be grateful if you could circulate this letter to your Executive Colleagues

Signed (please print Name also)   ............................................................
Address (Please print)                     .............................................................

                                                             ..............................................................

                                                             ..............................................................

Letters need to be signed then sent to the address below.
The Minister of Culture, Arts & Leisure,

Causeway Exchange
1 - 7 Bedford Street
Belfast
BT2 7FB

